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1.  The report on marking is a comprehensive report that will serve the following three objectives: 

a) Provide an evaluation of the question paper and marking guideline. 

b) Provide an in-depth analysis of the nature of learner responses, which will facilitate 

feedback to teaching and learning. 

2. This report must be completed by the CHIEF MARKER in conjunction with the senior markers.  

3. The report must be completed in detail and single word responses will not be accepted. 

4. Where additional space may be required, use a separate page which must be appended to 

this report. 

5. The final report must be approved and signed by the Head of Examinations in the province. 

6. The report must be submitted to the responsible WCED official at the marking centre.  
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PART ONE:  EVALUATION OF QUESTION PAPER AND MARKING GUIDELINE 

 
2. COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. (SEE PART TWO QUESTION 1 AND 2 OF THIS DOCUMENT) 

Question 1: Question 1.3:  Tropical  Cyclones  -  temperatures must be given, refer to satellite 
image when asked.  Candidates do not see TC  in context of Global Circulation, and  do not 
know about TROPICAL EASTERLIES. 
Question 1.4: Candidates perform poorly because they do not read the questions properly. Make  
sure that you know what is expected of you.   NAME EXAMPLES and EXPLAIN (eg. Tar, vehicles and 
people as in the question about City Climates 
 Question 1.6:  ANSWERED POORLY. It seems as if certain  centres neglect  FLUVIAL PROCESSES. 
(hydrogram, stream orders) 
 Question 2: Q.2.1 most candidates could answer .Candidates still make reference to contours 

and not isobars .Many did not know what was going to happen with A (coastal low) when 
approached by a mid – latitude cyclone. 

 Candidates still leave out multiple questions. 
 They did not know which of the cold fronts occurred first. 
 Q. 2.4 – Relating to Berg winds .Candidates who did not know what a berg wind was failed to 

score in this section. 
 Q.2.4.3 – answered well. 
 Q.2.4.4 – poorly answered. 
 Q.2.4.5 – top and average candidates answered well. 
 Q.2.4.6 – Some  candidates answered in bullet form but the greater majority did attempt to 

write a paragraph. ( Candidates are still repetitive, they don’t read over their question.).  
Candidates could not differentiate within a question  e.g. Kort River and Berg River and also 
environmental and economic . 

 Q.2.5.1- Candidates could not spell mesa and butte. Pointed butt came through as an answer 
.Candidates must identify the feature as follows: P – Mesa and not just mesa and butte. 

 Q. 2.5.4 – Briefly answered. 
 Q. 2.5.5 – Poorly answered. 



 Q. 2.6 Were answered very poorly in general. Candidates were not taught this section of 
Geomorphology well. 

 Q. 2.6.2 Many candidates could not identify the features of river capture. 
 Q. 2.6.3 This was also briefly answered. 
 Q 2.6.5  Candidates knew the answer but could not distinguished and differentiate within the 

question.  This question was very vague. Candidates lack the answering skill of being able to 
create a comparison .Learner would answer the question by generally providing information 
without saying which belong to the misfit or captive stream. 

Question 3: All essays poorly answered in general. 
Bad:  3.3.2,  3.3.3,  3.3.6,  3.4.2,  3.4.3,  3.4.4,  3.6.1 – 3.6.5 
Question 4: 4.3.This question was generally poorly answered. Candidates did not use the proper 
Geographical terminology when answering this question and it was evident that many of them 
did not understand the concept of a land-use zone at all. 4.3.1 and 4.3.3 were generally poorly 
answered. 4.3.2 and 4.3.4 on the other hand were relatively well answered. In 4.3.5, many 
candidates could not explain why the heavy industrial land-use zone was incompatible with     
any of the other land-use zones mentioned in the question. 
4.4, 4.4.1 and 4.4.2 were generally well answered but there were still too many candidates who 
could not differentiate between social and environmental  injustices. 4.4.3 was poorly answered 
as many candidates did not know what municipal bylaws were. 4.4.4 was generally well 
answered but many candidates did not write in paragraph form and this counted against them. 
4.5.This question was relatively well answered but many candidates did not have a proper grasp 
of the concept of globalisation. This was evident in the answering of 4.5.1 and 4.5.3. Question 4.5.2 
was surprisingly poorly answered. Many candidates did not refer to the exploitation of the workers 
in less developed countries by the multinational companies. 4.5.4 was well answered. 

 

QUESTION 1 

1. General comment on the performance of candidates. Was the question well answered or 
poorly answered? 

 Q. 2.4  
 Q.2.4.4  
 Q.2.4.6  
 Q.2.5.1. 
 Q 2.6.5   
2. Why question was poorly answered: Also provide specific examples: See part one question 2. 
 Q. 2.4 – Relating to berg winds .Candidates who did not know what a berg wind was failed to 

score in this section. 
 Q.2.4.4 – Poorly answered 
 Q.2.4.6 – Some  candidates answered in bullet form, but the greater majority did attempt to 

write a paragraph. (Candidates are still repetitive. They don’t read over their answers.) 
Candidates could not differentiate within a question e.g. Kort River and Berg River, and also 
environmental and economic . 

 Q.2.5.1- Candidates could not spell ‘mesa’ and ‘butte’. Pointed butte came through as an 
answer .Candidates must identify the feature as follows: P – Mesa and not just mesa and butte. 

 Q. 2.5.5 – Poorly answered 
 Q 2.6.5  Candidates knew the answer, but could not distinguished and differentiate within the 

question. This question was very vague. Candidates lacked the ability to make a comparison. 
They would often answer the question by providing information, but without saying which 
belonged to the misfit or captive stream. 



3. Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to the following : 
(i) Learning and teaching 
 Teach candidates to think “geographically” 
 Practise writing essays, paragraphs. 
 Use TV weather forecasts,  Internet www.oldweathersa.co.za for satellite images and synoptic 

charts 
 Newspaper articles for “food security/insecurity”, water shortages, etc.  (There is something in 

the media virtually every single day that is relevant to the Geography syllabus for Grades 8 – 
12.  This teaches candidates to become aware of their environment and the world – they must 
become “caretakers of the planet” through heightened awareness. 

 Work through old exam papers – as worksheets for homework, for note-making, etc. 
(ii) Support 
 Teachers must spend more time improving the candidates’ examination technique. 
 Teachers must use a variety of sources in the classroom so that the candidates become 

accustomed to the various terminologies used in geography. 
 Compile a booklet containing geographical terms and concepts that candidates can refer to 

when studying. 
 Teachers are also advised to make flash cards or posters containing the important concepts 

and terms and display them prominently in the classroom. 
 
Teachers must use questions from previous papers for revision purposes or even in class tests, and 
then discuss the memo with the candidates so that they can gain a deeper understanding of the 
content. 
(iii) Setting of questions 
 Candidates interpreted questions as people living in developing country, but the answers 

were applicable only to developed country, e.g.1.6.6  the influence of a city built next to the 
river. 

 Realities in South Africa should be addressed. e.g. 4.6.5., where the main reason for food 
insecurity in South Africa is poverty and not lack of resources. 

4. Describe any observations relating to responses of candidates: e.g  positive, negative, 
outstanding etc. 
 The lag time and flood peak were not understood by the candidates. 
 The candidates used their own life experiences to answer, rather than geographical facts. 
 The fact that there is no standard grade anymore lifted the level of answers given by the 

weaker candidates. 
 Many candidates with English as a second or third language struggled to understand 

questions. 
5. Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors 
 Emphasize the use of the SAG document. 
 Teachers to use previous years question papers to familiarise candidates with the way 

Geography is examined. 
 Teachers to work carefully through the examiner’s report.  
 A follow up must be made on the school`s subject analysis. 

 


