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PART ONE:  EVALUATION OF QUESTION PAPER AND MARKING GUIDELINE 

 
2. COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. (SEE PART TWO QUESTION 1 AND 2 OF THIS DOCUMENT) 
Question 1:  This question was in line with the sub-questions as in previous papers.  They were 
clear but the questions based on practical situations was challenging for the candidates.  Some 
of these questions would be more suited for Agricultural Management Practices. 
Question 2:  This was the most difficult question in the paper.  The phrasing of question 2.1.5 
made it to be a very challenging question.  Question 2.2 was set in a very challenging way and 
Question 2.3 had too much information which could confuse the candidates.  Candidates will 
battle with the calculation in this question (it is set in a way that they not used to). 
Question 3:  Some of the sub-questions in these Questions were not indicated in the examination 
guideline.  Candidates were not exposed to some of these concepts and practical facilities.  
Only candidates from agricultural schools would know these facilities. 
Question 4:  This was the Questions that most candidates would perform well in.  The phrasing of 
question made it difficult for the candidates with reference to questions 4.1, 4.2 and 4.2.4.  For 
question 4.2.1 the response could also have been the mitochondrion (as indicated in some Life 
Sciences Textbooks). 

 
QUESTION 1 

 1.  General comment on the performance of candidates. Was the question well answered or 
poorly answered? 
Generally speaking,  the performance of the candidates was poor.  Question 1.3 and 1.4 was 
very challenging for the candidates. 

2. Why question was poorly answered: Also provide specific examples: See part one question 2. 
The content in these questions was very wide and there were references to the equipment that 
the candidates had never seen. 



QUESTION 2 

 1.  General comment on the performance of candidates. Was the question well answered or 
poorly answered? 
Candidates performed very poorly.   

2. Why question was poorly answered: Also provide specific examples: See part one question 2. 
The calculations and question on the minerals confused the candidates.  Question 2.2 was 
incorrectly answered by 90% of the candidates.  Question 2.3 provided too much information for 
the candidates and confused them.  Candidates was unable to do the calculation and it 
seemed that their math’s base was very poor. 
QUESTION 3 

 1.  General comment on the performance of candidates. Was the question well answered or 
poorly answered? 
Generally the candidates performed poorly.   
2. Why question was poorly answered: Also provide specific examples: See part one question 2. 
Many candidates have very limited or no practical experience of handling farm animals.  
Candidates from agricultural schools were definitely at an advantage in this question.  Some of 
the issues that was in the examination paper should be included in the examination guideline so 
that candidates can be exposed to the equipment and structures referred to. 
QUESTION 4 

 1.  General comment on the performance of candidates. Was the question well answered or 
poorly answered? 
The performance of most candidates was disappointing here.  Most of the candidates 
performed best in this question. 
2. Why question was poorly answered: Also provide specific examples: See part one question 2. 
The phrasing of Question 4.1.1 was problematic for most of the candidates as they did not 
understand what was expected from them. 
4.1.2  Some of the wording (reference to “parts”).was not clear. 
4.3.4  There was confusion among the candidates as they mentioned months of the year (e.g. 
October) and not Month 10. 
3. Provide suggestion for improvement in relation to the following :  
(i) Learning and teaching 
Candidates need to be exposed to a similar format of question paper from Grade 10 to Grade 
12.  The formal test-based assessment should contain similar questions to those in the Grade 12 
final question papers.  There should be a similar format to get candidates used to a cover page, 
instructions, shorter questions in Section A, longer questions in Section B, etc.  Candidates should 
be exposed to a similar variety as in Grade 12.  There should be graphs, schematic 
representations, calculations, case studies, scenarios, data response questions, diagrams and 
labels, etc. 
Candidates should be exposed to more practical equipment and structures (DVD or 
excursions). 
(ii) Support 
Many centres are still underperforming.  These centres should be identified and the problems 
addressed.  Candidates need to be exposed to very high standard of formal assessment that 
will prepare them for their final examination. 
Candidates need to be exposed to some handling facilities or the behaviour and handling of 
farm animals. 
4. Describe any observations relating to responses of candidates: e.g.  positive, negative, 
outstanding etc. 
There was a clear difference between schools that performed very well and those that 
performed poorly.  The schools that performed very well should share best practices and things 
that work for them. 

 



5. Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors 
Place a stronger focus on the development of the teachers so as to give candidates better 
exposure to questions which could be important in the final examination. 

 


