
RELIGIOUS STUDIES NOVEMBER 2009 

PAPER 1 

 

QUESTION 1 

 

Question 1 (short questions) was very well answered with an average score of 65% obtained 
by the candidates. A single list of short questions must be established and issued to all 
teachers of Religious Studies. 
 
QUESTION 2 

 
This question was highly philosophical and it is clear that the candidates struggled to present 
an informed answer to the question. 
 
The answers to 2.2 were, amazingly, not done very well. It seems that, owing to the 14 years 
of democracy, candidates have been brought up beyond the struggle era and therefore 
teachers need to inform their candidates about this important phase in the struggle history of 
South Africa. 
 
QUESTION 3 

 
In Question 3.1, the problem of poverty as a major global social problem was approached 
from different religious perspectives where the candidates could, in a way, express the 
theological viewpoints of divergent religions. Some of the information provided was based on 
their practical experience, e.g. in Hindu, Christian and Islam communities. 
  
With respect to Question 3.2 on evolution, it was clear that the candidates could not provide 
substantial and logical information. Any convincing critical approach was absent. 
 
QUESTION 4 

 
As this question required short paragraphs as answers, candidates were able to score well. 
Many candidates experience problems in writing short essay answers. 
 
QUESTION 5 

 

Questions 51. and 5.2, on the relationship between the media and religion,  were extremely 
poorly answered. Very few candidates attempted to answer these questions. 
This topic requires more attention in class.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
1. Information required by the syllabus and which is unfamiliar to South African learners 

must be provided by teachers. 

2. School excursions to libraries must be taken so as to acquaint learners with the 
information readily available on this subject. 

3. Topics like poverty and single parenthood are social issues that demand daily 
dissemination among the learner community. 

 


