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General remarks: 
 
1. Candidates did not read questions or study the diagrams carefully. 
2. Generally speaking, knowledge of terminology was poor. 
3. Analysis and interpretation skills were lacking.  Most answers to questions were to be found in 

the diagrams, introductory paragraphs or extracts.   Candidates should be taught, from Grade 8 
onwards, how to extract information from visual data. 

4. Candidates should pay more attention to key words in questions.  Knowledge of terminology is 
important here, e.g  push-pull factors, climatological, physical, pattern, shape, site, land -use 
zones, street patterns, functions. 

5. Candidates must answer each question in full. 
6. Some candidates answered all the questions and did not read the instructions.  Teachers 

should teach question selection as part of exam techniques. 
7. Candidates are advised to read the question through twice before attempting an answer. 
8. Candidates must be able to draw upon knowledge of various sections of the syllabus when 

answering a question. 
9. Some candidates did not number questions correctly, e.g. candidates who answered Questions 

1, 3 and 6 numbered them 1, 2 and 3. 
10. Handwriting was often illegible. 
11. Each new question should be started on a new page as per the instructions. 
12. Units of measurement were often confused or left out , e.g. km used instead of mm, the 

absence of the term knots when describing wind speed. 
13. Candidates should note that the heading to each question gives the context in which the 

question has been set. 
14. Candidates need to be taught the meaning of the mark allocation, e.g. 3x2 = (6)  

means that 3 facts must be given for a total of 6 marks. 
15. Candidates should leave a line open between subsections to facilitate marking. 
 
QUESTION 1 
 
1.1.1 There are always mid-latitude cyclones present – a cyclone has to cross the RSA to have 

an effect on the weather.  All systems move to the north during the southern winter. Limit 
the answer to the evidence on the map, e.g. “No tropical cyclone present” is not acceptable. 
Interpreting of weather maps must be taught. 

1.1.2 Candidates had a problem finding Pretoria. Wind direction must be accurately given. 
Candidates should use the isobars to calculate the air pressure.  Candidates should know 
the difference between AIR temperature and MAXIMUM temperature and DP and 
MINIMUM temperature. 

1.1.3 Poorly answered.  Isobars and frontal systems should have been mentioned,  not contours. 
1.1.4 Candidates should know the different pressure cells and the circulation patterns. 
1.1.5 N.B.  Mid-latitude cyclones move from WEST to EAST. 
 
1.2.1 Candidates who could read with understanding answered this well. 
1.2.2 Candidates had to indicate [1.2.2] AROUND the eye and [1.2.3] WITHIN the eye.  Poor 

reading abilities disadvantaged some candidates. 
 
1.3.1 A straightforward question, but not answered well.  Candidates must substantiate answers 

and not list the differences between rural and city climates. 
1.3.2 The illustration was not of an inversion – it was not a valley, but a gradient. 
1.3.3 Candidates did not notice the word sources (of pollution) and answered this question badly. 
1.3.4 Well-answered. 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
2.1.1 to 2.1.4   Basic knowledge were tested by means of lower-order questions, but  



                        quite a number of candidates showed a lack of knowledge. 
2.1.5             Candidates did not READ the question. 
2.1.6 to 2.1.9   Basic concepts were tested, but there was a lack of knowledge. 
2.2.1             Well answered, if the candidates could read the paragraph with  
                        understanding. 
 
BOTH  CLIMATOLOGY AND GEOMORPHOLOGY MUST BE TAUGHT. IN 2006 QUESTIONS 1 
AND 2 WILL BE MIXED AND THE TWO SECTIONS WILL NOT BE ASKED SEPARATELY. 
 
 
QUESTION 3 
 
3.1.1 Many candidates did not know the meaning of the term pattern and did not give reasons. 

They needed to study the whole diagram as well as the key. They needed to know 
direction: North or south, not up or down. 

3.1.2 Candidates’ answers were not specific. They did not refer to rural activities. 
3.1.2.1  Very poorly answered. Many could not link the question to pattern (advantages of dispersed 

pattern). 
3.1.3 Candidates did not know the terminology.  The reason given was often correct. 
3.1.4 Candidates were unable to distinguish between rural and urban basic needs philosophy. 

Learner must link the answer to the diagram. 
 
3.2.1 No problems. 
3.2.2 Many candidates could not distinguish between push and pull factors – they were meant to 

be described, not summarised in only one word. 
3.2.3 Candidates did not refer to local authorities. 
3.2.4 Well answered. 
  
 
QUESTION 4 
 
4.1.1 Terminology a problem. 
4.1.2 Well answered. 
4.1.3 Poorly answered. 
4.1.4 Well answered. 
4.1.5 Very poorly answered. Candidates could not distinguish between low and high order 

functions. 
4.1.6 (a) Candidates did not know the term rural-urban fringe. Many referred to 
                  outside the CBD, instead of the outskirts of the city. 

(b) Not well answered. Knowledge of functions found in the rural-urban fringe is important. 
(c) Most candidates could answer this question 

4.2.1 Many candidates could not answer the question correctly as they did not study the sketch 
carefully. 

4.2.2 This question was generally well-answered, especially by those who had a correct answer 
to the previous question. 

4.2.3 Generally speaking, well answered. 
4.2.4 Very well answered. 
General: Candidates repeated reasons in the hope of scoring more marks 
 
 
QUESTION 5 
 
5.1  Rainfall in S.A.    
5.1.1 Reasonably well answered. 
5.1.2 Reasonably well answered. 
5.1.3 Reasonably well answered. Candidates must distinguish between seasons and month. 
5.1.4 Poorly answered  



5.1.5 Poorly answered. Candidates confused type of rainfall with distribution of rainfall. 
 
5.2 Drought 
 Poorly answered. 
5.2.2 Answered fairly well. 
 Candidates confused results with causes. 
 
5.3 Population growth in S.A. 

? Reasonably well answered 
? Candidates must read the graphs. 
? Candidates left out the units when giving an answer. 
? They did not know the meaning of the term difference. (They were meant to subtract.) 

5.3.5 Answers were not specific. Candidates confused effects with solutions. 
 
 
QUESTION 6  
Very poorly answered. 
Many of the candidates did not answer this question because the heading and  
numbering was missing. 
Candidates shied way from questions requiring a large amount of content. 

 
6.2       Industrial Regions of S.A. 
6.2.1 The terminology proved to be a problem for many candidates. The question was not read 

correctly. 
6.2.6 Poorly answered. 
 
6.3 Trade and Economic Development 
6.3.1 Fairly well answered. 
6.3.2 Fairly well answered. 
6.3.3 Fairly well answered. 
6.3.4 Fairly well answered. 


