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Candidates must be told that in a Higher Grade paper their analytical skills are tested.  
Therefore, candidates should be taught to read questions carefully and to look at key 
words when answering questions. 
 
Many candidates answered more than two questions.  This is time-consuming and 
candidates could spend that time focussing only on the two questions they were meant 
to answer. Where more than two questions are answered, the answers to the first two 
questions answered are marked. 
 
Candidates should be encouraged to leave a space between answers.  This makes it so 
much easier for the marker to read answers.  Illegible handwriting is still a problem. 
 
Teachers should be careful not to teach candidates only the teacher’s point of view, 
especially with short stories like Six Feet of the Country. 
 
Teach candidates to quote, using quotation marks. Teach them to write down only  
consecutive words when asked to do so.  
 
The identification and interpretation of figura tive language should be taught.   
 
Teach candidates the rule of 1 mark per fact – so as to avoid writing too much when 
answering a question. 
 
Some candidates answered only part of a question.  They should be taught to page 
through the paper to ensure that they have answered all the questions. 
 
Many candidates do not know the difference between her and him.  The differences 
between gender-specific pronouns should be taught. 
 
Poetry and short stories should be taught in detail, including the background.  Many 
candidates did not know that Etna is a volcano, while some did not understand the word 
currency. 
 
Many candidates could not explain phrases and words in a text. More attention should 
be given to building a basic vocabulary. 
 
Candidates did not know the names of characters, or how to spell them. This is 
unacceptable. 
 
Candidates should be taught not to start a sentence with conjunctions such as because  
or and. 


