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It is expected of the Geography Higher Grade candidate to use his or her geographical
knowledge at a much higher level and to supply answers and solutions in and organised
manner in the context of situations provided by the diagrams or statistics in the matric exam
question papers.  If differentiation is applied correctly, a candidate should be able to
demonstrate the required skills.

The Higher Grade question paper does not only assess already acquired geographical
knowledge. It also attempts to give the candidate the opportunity to apply knowledge and
skills in new situations.  The focus is therefore not only on the recall of facts, but also on the
construction of geographical knowledge through the use of geographical skills in the contexts
of different types of data.  Educators should therefore refrain from teaching only content to
candidates without allowing them to apply knowledge in new situations.  The subject must  be
presented in a way that the candidate can integrate physical, human and regional geography.

It is troubling that only a few candidates attempted Question 2 (Geomorphology).  This lack of
knowledge of geomorphology was clear in the Second Paper where candidates could not
apply geomorphological knowledge to the map.  Teachers must cover all the sections of the
prescribed syllabus as they prepare candidates for the final examination in the FET -band.
settlement geography and Question 5 and 6 in regional geography were well answered.
Question 7 was answered poorly owing to the poor datahandling skills among candidates.   It
is important that when candidates work with data they are taught to organise, analyse and,
synthesise data, and to communicate their findings effectively.

SPECIFIC
Question 1: In general this question was answered well.  Surprisingly, only a few candidates

could supply the definition of inversion in 1.1.3.  Teachers should take note that
a question on a tropical cyclone (1.2) can also be examined in the context of
the northern hemisphere.
Question 1.4.3 was generally poorly answered by candidates who did not read
or understood the question.  The DPSIR format of reporting can be applied to
any issue, e.g. rural depopulation, environmental degradation, etc. For more
information on this format of reporting, teachers should visit the web site
http://www.ngo.grida.no/soesa.

Question 2: Very few candidates attempted this question, but those who did answer it
obtained good marks.  May candidates drew the cross-sectional profile in 2.1.4
in the wrong direction.  It was clear that the candidates had the knowledge of
stream piracy in 2.1.8, but could not apply it to the diagram.  This type of
shortcomings was mentioned in previous examiner’s reports, but still appears
frequently in the answers of candidates.  Question 2.2 was generally well
answered.

Question 3: It is of paramount importance that candidates should read the map well before
attempting the question.  The relationship between the key and the map should
be determined by the candidate and an image formed.  These proccesses lead
to responsible deductions from the data or spatial information.  In general,
candidates did well in this section, but could not distinguish between human
and physical factors.  The also did not understand the word climatological in



3.5.  In this case climatology, has again been integrated with settlement
geography.

Question 4: It was important for candidates who attempted Question 4 to have a sound
knowledge of concepts related to urban settlements, e.g. trade and transport
town, sources of air pollution, physical factors. The assessment of 4.8 was
done by means of a rubric.  In 2003 this type of question was asked by means
of a newspaper report.  This year the candidates had to write a letter. As with
DPSIR- format of reporting in Question 1, these questions were all examples of
how a candidate was asked to communicate his or her geographical insight into
an issue.  It is strongly recommended that teachers create opportunities for
candidates from Grade 10 onwards to write articles, reports, or letters, or any
creative application of geographical facts in their assignments.

Question 5: This question was answered satisfactorily.  Candidates could not describe the
difference in rainfall between Cape Town and Port Nolloth.  It is strongly
recommended that teachers make use of rainfall and temperature graphs when
teaching the physical aspects of South Africa.  Question 5.2 was answered
well.  Many candidates could not see the relationship between Maputo
(Mozambique capital) and the informal settlement, Maputo on the Jukskei
River.  This illustrates inadequate knowledge of general and mapwork skills.

Question 6: Both 6.1 and 6.2 were assessed from statistical data.  See general remarks on
data handling.
In Question 6.3 candidates were expected to compare the Durban-Pinetown
and Western Cape industrial regions.  Many candidates could only make
deductions regarding Durban-Pinetown from the map. Teachers are
encouraged not to present the industrial areas only as facts.  Candidates
should be exposed to different kinds of data to obtain knowledge and
understanding of these industrial regions.

Question 7: This question was answered poorly.  Many of the remarks regarding Question 6
also apply to this question.  Direct questions on mining were answered well,
and some candidates obtained full marks (28).


